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Making a Difference
in a Child’s Life

by Sylvia Kalau, PMA Missionary, Pohnpei

How can your church be a blessing to a missionary when they live 6,000 miles away?
Two churches that support and pray for PMA were so eager to make a difference that
they found some practical ways to meet the needs of our children’s ministry on the
island of Pohnpei:

Morri DeWitt, from Highlands Community Church, had volunteered her dental skills
for a Sea Haven trip in 2006. Upon returning home to Seattle, Washington, she re-
mained active in her church’s missions program and was asked to head the Pacific
Region Support Team of their mission outreach. She wrote to me asking how they
could help. In Pohnpei, Pia, our Children’s and Youth Coordinator, and I were trying
to figure out the summer program. I asked Morri to find out if Highlands Church
could send their previous year’s VBS curriculum for us to use. She spoke with the
VBS director and “voila”… boxes of materials arrived by mail, well ahead of time,
giving us the framework and resources to minister to our children. Morri’s “get-to-it”
action resulted in a blessing to us on the mission field. From Washington to Texas the
networking continued:

Stonegate Fellowship Church in Midland, Texas, encourages the members from their
church to experience the mission field for themselves. This summer Stonegate sent
out teams to literally all corners of the earth. What a better way to experience missions
than by “going and doing”. This “helpful can-do” attitude greeted us when the team
of eight Texans arrived to assist us in Pohnpei.

Kids’ ministry was our need at the moment, and because they arrived 2 weeks before
Vacation Bible School, we put the “Pages” and the “Lightfoots” to work, painting
the Arctic background mural, constructing polar bears and decorating the rooms with

The Page and
Lightfoot
Families from
Stonegate Fel-
lowhip in Mid-
land, Texas
are crowned
with leis at the
Pohnpei air-
port.

Come to the mission field and support us with your
talents. God can do much through you! If you have
been thinking of the possibility of front-line service,
He is ready to use you.

Missionary Vacancies
Pohnpei
- Administrative Assistant
- Printing Shop Manager
- Radio Station Manager

Philippines
- Area Director
- Orphanage Manager / Houseparents

Pohnpei, Palau, Yap and Guam
- Missionary Pastors and Youth Workers
to serve in our PMF Churches

Please check our website for details & requirements:
http://www.pmapacific.org/contribute/serve

snowflakes for VBS. With the theme of the Arctic, kids
who live close to the Equator in the tropics got a taste of
the land of snow and ice. Together with creative singing,
games, crafts, and Bible lessons, the theme for each day
was crystal clear: “Know God, Believe God, Trust God,
Follow God and Speak up for God.” Twenty-five children
made decisions for Christ and prayed with counselors that
week. Thank you, Stonegate, for preparing for a week that
gave 160 kids the opportunity to learn about Jesus. And
learn they did…

There wasn’t anything this group of two families, plus one
expert in media, wasn’t willing to do. The media expert, TJ,
worked together with Roland, our media “guru”, showing
him how we could improve our church’s media. What a
blessing to hear their testimonies and for them to meet
the people of our church. The practical help of our mis-
sion partners showed us again that our supporting
churches really do care and are willing to travel across the
ocean - by mail or in person - to show us.



by Pia Kaufmann, PMA Missionary, Pohnpei

“Let the Spirit change your way of thinking.” Ephesians 4:23

Have you checked your attitude lately? This question introduced a lesson during our
summer youth retreat held on Pohnpei Island. Attitude check? Do I need this? What’s
wrong with my attitude? During the retreat, we learned that a very influential band of
gangsters roam around our neighborhood, attempting to influence our way of think-
ing. They’re “The Stink’n’ Think’n Gang”.

And the members of the gang?Mr. “I Wannit Now” keeps trying to make us con-
sume harmful things; he wants us to spend more money than we can afford. “Big’s
Bigger” sneaks around telling us we’re too ambitious, our goals are far too high, and
we should surely give up. We also metMiss “Lie Fib”: She wants us to measure up
to the standards of this world, otherwise, she says, “we are worthless.” It’s a lie that
we all tend to believe!

Small, but very dangerous, is “Eency Weency Tiny Too”. He wants us all to have
his “who cares” attitude. However, Philippians 2:5 challenges us to have the same at-
titude as Jesus Christ! He definitely cares what we do and think.

The lessons were well received by our youth.
In between sessions, we tackled a murder-
case mystery game, and also had lots of time
for swimming and building friendships. We
closed our sessions by learning about the last
gangster, “Judge B. Fore”. Have you met
him recently? He encourages us to make as-
sumptions about what other people think, as
well as making assumptions about God. But
we learned that God’s Word is the only
source where we’re able to learn excellent,
correct thinking. The best thing for us to do:
just ignore, Judge B. Fore!

Five adults from our PMF congregation pre-
pared these lessons for the 45 teens between
the ages of 12 - 24 who attended this special
event. It was a great way for the two gener-
ations to connect and learn from each other.
Our prayer is that God blesses our young
men and women who choose to have an ex-
cellent attitude and a new, transformed way
of thinking.4

The culmination of
our two-day pro-
gram was a Bap-
tismal service. Nine
followers of Christ
decided to make
their decision pub-
lic and proclaimed
their faith in Him.
Pastor Nob Kalau
shared during the
baptismal service
about what a Chris-
tian is - very simply,
“someone whose
life makes others
want to know more
about Jesus.” I thought, “What a wonderful testimony, if we would always live according to this
definition.” And that needs to start with our way of thinking. “For as he thinks in his heart, so
is he.” (Proverbs 23:7)

Taking a step of obedience, baptismal candidates are
baptized in the Pacific Ocean by Pastor Nob.

Youth from PMF Pohnpei
enjoying the last days of the
summer together.
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Walking in True Love
by Grace Adgil, PMA Mission Staff, Yap

Our week-long summer youth retreat on Yap Island began with the arrival of over 100
youth from various churches around the island. Each group was assigned a different
color to wear, to keep everyone organized, at least for the opening night!

Our theme,
“Walking in
True Love”,
was based on
1 Corinthians
13:4-8. We
had a great
time of re-
union, meet-
ing new
people, and
everyone set-
tling into as-
signed rooms.
Some were
first-timers;
others return-

ing from last year’s retreat. That evening we hosted a fellowship dinner with church
elders and members from the five participating evangelical churches: Palau Evangelical
Church, Pacific Mission Fellowship of PMA, and three village churches from the Yap
Evangelical Church.

Bible school attendees from Guam were asked to be speakers. Each one was asked to
share about true love as it’s written of in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. PMA’s Esther Reichert
and I had previously given a similar presentation, “God’s Plan for Marriage, Choices
and Consequences” for a small Bible study group. Since this tied in so well with our
theme, I was asked to share at this retreat, too.

Because it’s always been against the Yapese culture to talk about marriage and the re-
lationship between husband and wife, we had the young men and women break up
into two groups. I talked to the young women, and Pastor Asael, to the young men.

At my first session I talked about God’s plan for marriage. Based on Genesis 2:24, I
told them how God has intended for a man and woman to first leave their own fam-
ilies and build a new family together; secondly, to become united as one: that com-
mitment to stay together through good or bad, even when one’s feelings may fail; and
finally, one flesh: the physical act of sharing their bodies and becoming one.

I explained the significance of marriage from God’s viewpoint. Just after creation, God outlined
His perfect plan for marriage. I explained that sex is God’s plan for marriage partners only.
There are sad consequences of choosing another way: sexually transmitted diseases, unplanned
pregnancies, emotional problems, uncompleted education, troubled marriages, and divorce.
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” The girls seemed to be deep in
thought throughout this session. One of their questions was, “What can I do now as I wait for
my future partner?” I told them: learn more about loving God, how to take care of a home,
and take the time to complete your education.

The next session we talked about the difficulty of remaining pure and waiting for marriage be-
fore engaging in sexual activity. Even when everything and everyone around us shouts the mes-
sage: “Sex is fun!” and “It’s okay to ‘do it’ with whoever you want!” Most of the girls were
really surprised - some even shocked - that God had designed sex. Culturally, sex had been a
taboo subject and many of the girls thought it was something “bad”, yet it could be alright if
it was done in secrecy with a willing partner. Some didn’t realize that enjoyable sex is such an
integral part of a satisfying marriage.

In small groups the girls made lists of things to do or not do. On the “to do” list they included:
learn more about God, attend Bible Studies, do things in groups, dress modestly, watch whole-
some movies. On their “not to do” list: foolish talk, wasting time, visiting internet chat rooms,
wearing immodest clothes, and flirting. They came up with great ideas, and I was glad they
were thinking about God’s design for marriage and their future husbands.

As a final activity, we got into small groups again and put together qualities for a husband.
Amid laughter and cheering, they mentioned: God-fearing, loving, one with a cute smile like
young actor Orlando Bloom’s, and one who takes showers regularly! It was a great ending to
my time with the girls.

A couple of days later, Pastor Asael asked me if I would share with the guys on our last day. I
was surprised and hesitant because of our culture. But I agreed. I began as I had with the girls,
sharing God’s plan for marriage and the consequences of not following His plan. We discussed
adultery and immorality, about not “being unequally yoked,” that commitment and communi-
cation are extremely important, and explained “leadership” and “submission” within a marriage.

Then I had the guys do the same as the girls: make a list of qualities for a future wife. They had
fun sharing their lists, as the girls had. They listed: a Christian who loves God and is spiritually
mature, pure, and knows how to take care of a household. (Pastor Asael had told them that they
are all “Adams” looking for their missing “ribs”). Some light-heartedness cropped up: it would
be nice for one’s rib “to have straight teeth, long black hair, and be able to cook well”.

I’m glad God gave me the opportunity to share and that He gave me the courage to speak
about a previously taboo subject. God has a perfect design and plan for us when we stay within
His guidelines for experiencing great relationships.

Grace (top, left) with some of the girls
who attended her small group.
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Their unity and their love for God has been a strong testimony to relatives who live with them
and join them in their evening home worship. Ray and Tmeleu’s renewed spiritual life has led
Steven, Stallone and Blaize to publicly declare their devotion to Christ at their baptisms last
Easter.

Because of their desire to continue to grow in their faith, the Ray family decided to join with
another Palauan family, the Sebastians, in their home Bible study group. Many relatives and
friends attended, and one by one, they came to our church for worship, prayer and fellowship.
During the recent month-long celebration of our church’s eleventh anniversary, one couple
who’d begun attending this Bible study started coming to the church. They now see their life
as God sees it, and have decided to walk with Him. With many issues in their past, they will have
an uphill climb. But with God’s help and the love of the church, we pray that the Lord will give
them victory over their past.

Indeed, when you are in love with the Lord, it shows in the way you live. Here on the island of
Palau, we thank God for these families, and pray that He helps them grow in their faith and in
obedience to Him.

A Family in Love
by Eileen Uyehara and Ditas Urbano

Members of Pacific Mission Fellowship, Palau

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”

Mark 12:30-31

To love God is to serve Him unselfishly. As we take this command to heart, Pacific
Mission Fellowship thinks of one particular family genuinely trying to obey this com-
mand. The Ray family has been attending our Fellowship for several months. In this
short time they have shown an eagerness and enthusiasm for the Lord that has been
an inspiration to all of us. When there is a call for help from our members, they are
some of the first ones to volunteer. When we meet for prayer and worship - there they
are - as a family, worshipping and praying together.

Ray and Tmeleu are not new Christians, but, according to Ray,
he used to engage in activities that took him away from a
Godly path. His children were affected by his lack of
spiritual leadership. But Ray credits his wife Tmeleu for
being strong and steadfast during those trying times.

Like many of us, Ray, his wife Tmeleu, and their
children, Steven, Stallone, Blaize, and Taldil are
learning to trust God through daily struggles
and challenges. However, these difficulties
haven’t deterred their faith; instead, they’ve
grown much stronger as they trust in the
Lord, their “firm foundation”.

Sometimes it takes a wake-up call from God to
get one to return to Him. For Ray, the wake-up
call came on Christmas Eve 2006, when the fam-
ily was involved in a serious car accident. Tmeleu
was severely injured, but because of God’s
grace, she recovered. Ray wasn’t blind to God’s
hand in this situation. He came to realize how
much God loved him and loved his family; that
the all-powerful God does, indeed, work in mys-
terious ways. And Ray’s hope and faith in God
were restored.

Ray’s family continues to grow in God’s grace,
and they offer prayers and praise songs nightly.
Where there was once discord, there is peace.

The Ray and Sebastian Families discover the real meaning of love.
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In Patnanungan, Polillo Is-
lands, our PMF church looks

for many ways to build friend-
ships with the island’s large

group of high-schoolers. Six or
seven smaller islands also send their

students here for high school. Every
opportunity to engage the students’ in-

terests is taken advantage of, so we can
share the “best news” there is to offer -

God’s Word. In July, God gave us ideas, re-
sources, and people to spread some new seeds

amongst these islanders.

A group of high school missionary kids (MKs) from Manila’s
Faith Academy decided to expand their vision of soccer into an av-

enue to share the Gospel. They quickly found out that there’s a difference be-
tween playing soccer and teaching soccer to a bunch of rambunctious kids. For the
previous month, these MKs were trained in Manila to lead soccer clinics, practicing
in the parks and schools around the big city. Their coach, Clod, who serves with both
Faith Academy and Athletes in Action, directed them and challenged them to the
task… sometimes he stepped in to rescue them in difficult situations; other times he
watched them learn from their mistakes. Now came the opportunity to fly to the
outer islands of Polillo and try this challenge in a remote place where soccer had
never been before.

Here are observations from the MKs. I believe it’s a good description of the sights,
sounds, feelings, logistics, and, especially, the joy of serving God in this new and dif-
ferent place:

Steven, age 17

“As soon as my feet landed on
that island, I knew it was going
to be hot! We had a quick 5-
minute hike that made me sweat
like a full 90-minute game of
soccer. Then we collapsed in our
room (which was actually a
church). Funny thing: there was
only power on the island from 5-
11 pm! So just picture about 10
of us lying on mats, sweating
profusely, with no fan or air con-
ditioning, trying to get a rejuve-
nating power nap.

Aside from this lack of electricity, we had some really good cooks, which of course, meant
really good food. Jun and Mercy Sulad, the PMA couple who were our cooks, are in charge of
the PMF dormitory where we were staying. The dormitory housed kids who lived miles and
miles from the school. The kids would stay at this dorm during the week and then go home on
the weekends.

However, this was not where our soccer ministry would be. That afternoon our team took a
short walk to the high school. We were dumbfounded! There were about 400 kids all doing var-
ious things. Some kids enjoyed tak-raw (a Thai game), others played volleyball; sadly, no soccer
was to be found. So we gathered the kids around to watch us, and we played a demo game to
show them what we had to offer. We eventually got them playing their own soccer games.

After our first visit to the high school that afternoon, we came back the next day ready to teach
these kids about soccer, and about God… I will never forget this unique trip that exposed me
to a much different side of the Philippines.”

Terilyn, age 17

“I absolutely loved the trip! First off, the plane trip was really exciting because I’d never been
in a plane that small before, or landed on a grassy airstrip. It was also great to get back into a
small community atmosphere like the town where we used to live, outside Metro-Manila. In Pat-
nanungan, everyone knew everyone; the kids followed us and talked to us on the way home
from the soccer clinics.

The soccer clinic itself had
a rough start, as we at-
tempted to get everyone
involved and organized.
But on the second day,
after Coach Clod got a
handle on things, it was a
real blast playing with the
kids. There was no trouble
trying to get them moti-
vated, and they were all
very enthusiastic and eager
to learn. After we did some
moves or “fakes”, they
would try to copy us! They
were really into the games,
too, and tried their best
with their new-found skills.
I also really appreciated how we, as coaches, were able to give our testimonies and share the
Gospel. I was really nervous at first in this new environment, but with the kids listening and
with Aaron, the translator, I felt relaxed and enjoyed the opportunity.”

Terilyn showing the children how to play soccer.
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Commit to the Lord
whatever you do...

by Malcolm Cleope, PMA Missionary, Philippines

Joined by our two sons Christopher and Mark; Nona, a Faith Academy teacher we support; and
other missionary friends, my wife Mary and I attended another graduation of the Pacific Mis-
sion Fellowship (PMF) Learning Center on Patnanungan Island. Mary was the guest speaker.
Upon our flight’s arrival at Jomalig, rain clouds began building and light rain started. We im-
mediately boarded a banca (a two-outrigger canoe) and headed to Patnanungan. We had trans-
ported a special catered meal from a popular Manila restaurant, as requested by the graduating
children.

Our teacher Mercy led the children, ages 4 to 6, as they gave recitations, Bible verses, and special
numbers. Mary spoke on what the Bible says about success. She taught Proverbs 16:3 to the chil-
dren and parents, complete with hand motions: “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and
your plans will succeed.” Our guest Mark Ruch (Summer Institute of Linguistics) was asked to
help give out our graduates’ medals and certificates. The students were dressed in their “Sunday
best” and many photos were taken.

Traditionally, before graduation, the Learning Center students would take a field trip to a place
they’d never been before. Most had taken all-day trips to Manila to visit a zoo, a resort, or a TV
station. This year our Learning Center had planned to visit a TV station. But the station could
only give an August tour, a time not possible for us. After Mercy and I discussed several other
options, she suggested “Why don’t we give our graduates a short airplane ride?” I agreed.

I would give the kids 15-minute plane rides around the islands, and the parents would pay
for part of the fuel cost. It was an opportunity of a lifetime for the children: to fly at a low
altitude and see the beauty of their islands! The parents were thrilled, too, to see their chil-
dren’s excitement when they returned. I hoped that this would be something that would
encourage them to stay in school and complete their education. “Commit to the Lord
whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” I prayed that the children would make
good plans as they continued to grow. Some day one of them might become a mis-
sionary pilot and fly an airplane back to help their islands.
Mary heard one parent say, for the children, “This expe-
rience is worth so much more than gold!”

Lauren (Cleope), age 15

“... At first, the soccer clinic didn’t really start out the way we planned... but once the
demonstration started, I realized that to do a soccer ministry on a little island, you
need to be flexible! (Perhaps that’s true of any missionary’s schedule!) Not everything
went as planned, but God taught me a lesson in patience. 1 Thessalonians, 5:14 says,
“And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the
weak, be patient with everyone.” That verse made me realize that we have to be pa-
tient, especially if we are trying to teach soccer to island kids who’ve never played
soccer before!”

Anna, age 17

“... I was shocked
to see how many
kids there were on
that small island. It
was very intimidat-
ing... We did have a
good game plan
before we got
there, but unfortu-
nately, nothing
went as planned.
The kids were so
eager to learn soc-
cer and because of
the connection we
were able to make
through soccer, we
were able to share
a little bit about
God’s Word and
His love... this was
the most challeng-
ing part for me. I was not planning on sharing anything. My plan was to let someone
else do the talking, and I would teach the kids how to play soccer. I did end up sitting
down with a group of about ten kids to share the Gospel. I was really scared because
it was my first time to do anything like that, and I had to speak in Tagalog, the local
language, which was an even greater challenge. Once again God helped me out and
I was able to do it; by the time I was done talking, there was a group of about 30 kids
who gathered to listen! It was great to see how God used all of the coaches, and our
love for Him and soccer to touch the hearts of the kids.”

Nothing is impossible with God. Coach Clod had challenged our kids to take a step
higher spiritually, in addition to just playing soccer... and the Lord did the rest.

Anna: “That’s it – Kick harder!”



14

What or Where is Guam?
by Esther Goral, PMA Missionary Volunteer, Guam

“What in the world is… how do you say that? …Kruam?” “Guam!” “Why are you
going to a place we’ve never heard of…on the other side of the world? You can’t
even find it on a German map!”

I heard these questions at least a hundred times before I left Berlin, Germany, for
Guam: from relatives, friends, church members, schoolmates. And I always had a hard
time answering them, because I didn’t know what to say. Of course, I could explain
that Guam is a small island in the Pacific, somewhere close to the Philippines. If I was
lucky, people knew where the Philippine Islands were. But almost always, they didn’t.

The second question was more difficult to answer: “Why are you going?” “Well, I
want to learn something about... I don’t know, just learn something” I’d say. “Can’t you
do that somewhere else not so far away from home, and not on a tiny island?” I would
reply, “I guess so.”

So, why am I here in Guam? In the beginning I really didn’t know. In fact, I was a bit
angry with God that He’d sent me to a place so far away, to live with a family with five
children, and to work with PMA. The part with the family was a challenge. I would
learn something about kids, (I’m an only child), and I’d learn how to take care of
them. I’d learn to plan, and organize. I’d meet new people; learn better English and
much more. But why serve with PMA, too? Didn’t I need a break from our church’s
youth work in Berlin? I would be working with the Kids’ Klub on Saturday
mornings, play the piano Sunday mornings, attend Wednesday night
prayer meetings, and be a good example for other PMA/PMF mem-
bers? I had done all of this in Germany - why now in
Guam? How about a break, God?

Guam is an island in the North Pacific Ocean in an
area called Micronesia, and is approximately three-
fourths of the way from Hawaii to the Philippines.
God wanted to teach me more about Him. I had
never left Germany before, and though I wasn’t
really scared, I was a bit uncomfortable. I
thought, “Esther, you never know what could
happen, and home is so far away.” But I real-
ized that I couldn’t do anything about that,
so I had to give my homesickness, my un-
settled feelings, and my sorrows to some-
body else. I had to trust God.

What did I learn? I learned so much about
children. Specifically, five energetic siblings

from the ages of 8 months to eleven years! But what matters even more is that I have learned
who God really is. He is not just “that nice Guy in heaven” through whom I received salvation,
or Someone I occasionally allow to take a look into my heart. He is so much more than that!
My relationship with my God grew deeper.

God wants to be part of my life every day, every hour, every minute, and every second. Not
just on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, and Friday evenings. Perhaps I had needed to
move to a new place, far away from home, to realize this. And He showed me that He is able:
able to heal people through miracles even today, able to send a friend at just the right hour
when one is needed. He is able to heal a broken or difficult relationship, able to give joy and
happiness even when things seem to get worse, able to save lives as He has with mine.

All along, God wanted what was best for me and He did a great job making that happen. So,
what is Guam? I will always know it as the little island where God changed my life in a way I
could never think or imagine. It is a daily choice to walk with God, and I’ve found it’s the best
way to travel!

Esther with Guam Host Family;
Jeff (PMA Board Member) and Jane Jones

with children: Jada, Josiah,
Jasmine, Jessica and Jonah
(left to right, front to back)




